
 
 

Conference Communiqué  
7 August 2017 

The International League of Peoples' Struggle (ILPS) and the International Women’s Alliance 
(IWA) successfully held the international conference entitled “Solidarity and Fight Back: 
Building Resistance to US-Led War, Militarism and Neofascism” from August 5-7, 2017 in 
Toronto, Canada. With participants from 121 organizations, networks and movements in over 14 
countries, the Conference gathered more than 250 anti-war and social justice activists who oppose 
wars, militarism, repression and foreign intervention by the U.S. and other imperialist powers, 
and who assert or support the right of peoples to self-determination, justice, liberation and peace. 

The delegates were welcomed 
by ILPS Secretary-General 
Malcolm Guy and Helda 
Khasmy, Executive Committee 
member of the International 
Women’s Alliance. Professor 
Jose Maria Sison, Chairperson 
of the ILPS, greeted the 
delegates with a video message 
from the Netherlands, and 
called on the delegates to take 
the Conference as an 
opportunity to learn from each 
other’s experiences and from 
the different forms of 

resistance being waged against militarism and neofascism. 

Leila Khaled of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine delivered her keynote speech by 
video, reminding everyone that when injustice is the law, resistance is our duty. “Before speaking 
about the way to fight back,” Khaled said, “it’s more important to decide why we are fighting, 
what are the rules of our fighting, and who we are fighting, so we can decide together how to 
establish a global movement for solidarity.”  She was joined by Eddie Falcon of the Iraq Veterans 
Against War in the US who recounted how he came to realize that US soldiers like himself were 



used as pawns in the global chessboard of US imperialist wars.  Florentino Lopez of Frente 
Popular Revolucionario, 
Mexico and ILPS Vice 
Chairperson warned against 
the dangers of fascism now 
rising in all corners of the 
planet.  He called on all to 
strengthen our organizations 
and build a great anti-fascist 
and anti-imperialist united 
front.  

The first  panel on the first day 
of  the conference explored the 
“Many Faces of War, 
Militarism and Neofascism.” 
Speaker Beverly Longid of the 
Cordillera Peoples Alliance spoke about the anti-terror operations of the Philippine military in 
Marawi City involving US troops resulting in hundreds of thousands displaced and the wanton 
destruction of homes and civilian infrastructure.  Speaking in place of Renato Reyes, 
Secretary-General of  BAYAN (Bagong Alyansang Makabayan) who was not able to secure a 
visa to enter Canada for the conference, Longid warned of the possibility of increased 
militarization throughout the Philippines if Martial Law is expanded beyond Mindanao using 
increasing reports of terrorist activity as pretext.  

Rania Masri of the American University of Beirut in Lebanon declared that “wars, regime change 
and counter-terrorism are 
used to take control of 
natural resources” and that 
since 1949,  the US has 
“brought democracy” 57 
times in 51 countries through 
regime change or 
overthrowing governments. 
Bahram Zandi of the 
International Committee of 
the Green Party in the USA 
summed up the current state 
of the Empire as one “going 
from neo-liberalism to 
neo-fascism” and cited that 
the US has intervened in 81 

foreign elections between 1946 and 2000. 

The “Impacts” of Militarism and Neofascism featured speakers Melissa Dipdere of the Kurdish 
Women’s Office in Kurdistan, who shared the 40-year old Kurdish struggle, particularly in 
Rojava;  Mariam Al Jaajaa of the Arab Group for the Protection of Nature in Jordan presented the 
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Million Trees campaign to reclaim and occupy the land rightfully theirs; and Hadi Qaderi who 
talked about the experience of organizing the Pakistani and Afghan communities in Canada. 

The “Geography of Struggle: Wars of Aggression and People’s Resistance” panel featured 
speakers from key global regions in the anti-imperialist struggle : Margaret Kimberley of the 
Black Alliance for Peace and Black Agenda Report in the USA reminded the conference that 
“Trump is not the sole definer of US policy…there was fascism before Trump” because Trump 
only continued what had already been done by his presidential predecessors. Mamdough Habashi 
of the Socialist Popular Alliance Party in Egypt called for a united front of workers to counteract 
the deployment of strategies developed by imperial powers to maintain their historical privilege. 
Rania Masri of the American University of Beirut in Lebanon said that the Palestinian people say 
NO to negotiations, capitulation and normalization and YES to national unity, resistance and 
liberation”.  Philip Fernandez and Jihong Kim of the Communist Party (ML) of Canada called on 
all peace loving people in the world to prevent another Korean war to break out by opposing the 
war mongers and reactionary forces in the US.  Likewise Yoshio Nakamura of the Asia Wide 
Campaign Against US Domination and Aggression underscored the very urgent task for anti war 
and anti base movement in Japan to oppose the US-Japanese imperialists warmongering against 
the DPRK.  

The second half of this panel had 
Johnna Mortensen of the 
International Forum in Denmark 
who gave the somber reminder 
that we need to build a strong 
anti-war movement and convince 
the supporters of non leftist and 
left parties in Europe to give up 
their belief that they can change 
the bourgeois democracies from 
within and instead join the rest of 
us in the streets.  Joe Lombardo 
of the United National Anti-War 
Coalition in the USA pointed to 
the need to come together in 
understanding that police 
repression of communities in the US are in the same vein as state repression in other countries. 
Steve da Silva of the People’s Defence in Canada  stressed that Canada is “a reactionary parasitic 
force and had its hand in every imperialist aggression in the world.”  Indeed, two days before the 
Solidarity & Fightback conference, a group of delegates went to London and Waterloo to bring 
attention to two of the largest U.S.-based defense contractors that have significant operations in 
Southern Ontario.  

The singing of the Hymn of the International Women’s Alliance by the members of the IWA 
opened the second day of the Conference. Keynote speaker Coni Ledesma of the National 
Democratic Front of the Philippines peace negotiation panel and international spokesperson for 
the revolutionary women’s organization, MAKIBAKA, shared the stories of  revolutionary 
women fighters and martyrs of struggles everywhere and called on women everywhere to wage 
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fierce struggle against the paper 
tiger, US imperialism.  

The second day panel focused on 
the impacts of imperialist wars, 
especially on women and 
children. The speakers included 
Melisa Dipdere of the Kurdish 
Women’s Peace Office who 
described the independent village 
that the Kurdish women built for 
women; social worker 
Marie-Claude Manga from the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
who talked about rape as a 
weapon of war and mass destruction, and Joms Salvador of Gabriela Philippines and her story of 
the humanitarian crisis happening in Mindanao since Philippine President Duterte declared 
martial law.  She described how military operations aggravate economic insecurity as women 
cannot leave their house to go to their farm or look for alternative sources of income and, worse, 
result in loss of properties, destruction of shelters, schools, religious places, and other important 
structures in communities.  Rounding off the preceding panels,  Padi Rex of Peace for Life - 

Philippines said that the 
“culture of peace is against 
war but necessitates a militant 
struggle against war .” 

An engaging and lively panel 
in talk show format featured 
Canadian-based Wendy 
Goldsmith of Women’s Boat 
for Gaza, Monica Moorehead 
of Women’s Fightback 
Network in the US and Komal 
Patras of the Pakistani-based 
Centre for Human Rights and 
Education. This was followed 
by delegates going to the 
workshops.  

To end the second day of the conference and to mark the anniversary of the bombing of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki by US imperialism, the delegates marched from the Conference hall 
with their banners and flags to the nearby park for a short program, then straight to the US 
Consulate where there was another program followed by a short march to Nathan Square to do a 
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silent die-in, rise-up and candle-light vigil. 

 

Workshops focused on ten issues ranging from the struggle of migrants and refugees; food 
sovereignty and climate justice; indigenous peoples defense of land against imperialist plunder; 
US bases and counterinsurgency; and the role of art and media in movement building. The 
workshops came out with recommendations for developing international cooperation and 
coordination amongst the various anti-war movements, developing local campaigns and creating 
materials for education and raising public awareness.  Major resolutions include the launching of 
the Ban the Bases Network; the Network Against Famine and War; and the "Resist US War: A 
Caravan for Just Peace" during the upcoming East Asia Summit in Manila this coming 
November.  

Throughout the Conference presentations were interspersed with performances by cultural 
workers that included Johsa Manzanilla from Winnipeg, Nicolas Royer-Artuso, MC BAKA, 

Nona Booker, Thought 
Experiment and Productions, 
Nona Booker, Kinding Sindaw 
performance group, and many 
more. The Solidarity Night 
combined songs, dances, rap from 
Eddie Falcon, Belinda Corpuz 
with Malcolm Connor, Dirty 
Boots. 

 

5 
 



On the last day, the conference delegates heard from the Venezuelan Ambassador to Canada, His 
Excellency Wilmer Barrientos, who gave a rousing speech to expose the truth about the current 
violence in Venezuela which is instigated by US imperialism and he reiterated the Venezuelan 
government’s opposition to US efforts to turn Venezuela into another Iraq, Syria or Libya.  

ILPS Vice-Chairperson Antonio Tujan summed up the three-day conference in his closing 
remarks.  He highlighted how US imperialism has led the neoliberal globalization project and 
combined it with a permanent war machinery.  Four decades of neoliberal restructuring of the 
global economy generated enormous wealth for the financial oligarchy but intensified the 
exploitation and dispossession of workers and small producers all over the world. The protracted 
economic crisis of the global capitalist system is now intensifying geopolitical struggles and 
social conflicts all over the world. The terminal economic, political and climate crisis leave 
imperialists no recourse but war and fascism to capture and control more territories as sources of 
raw materials and low-cost labor, as markets and supply routes, and as launching pads for 
projecting military force overseas.  

Yet the crisis has also motivated resistance to the heavily militarized maintenance of US 
hegemony over the system of plunder and exploitation of the global South. Popular movements 
and mass-based struggles are intensifying in territories held by a foreign military occupying 
power, such as in Afghanistan, Iraq and Israel-occupied Palestine; in countries where the US and 
NATO have carried out or threaten to launch blatant wars of aggression, as in Syria, Iran, 
Lebanon and Venezuela; and revolutionary struggles against US-backed reactionary regimes such 
as those in the Philippines, Colombia and India. The only way to end the scourge that is 
imperialism and establish a just and lasting peace is by waging a peoples’ revolutionary war and 
building a socialist future.  

The Conference ended in high spirits, with the delegates uniting around the Manifesto and Call to 
Action titled, “For a Just Peace, Resist US-led War” 

 

FOR A JUST & LASTING PEACE, 
RESIST US-LED WAR 

A Call to Action 
  
All around the world exploited and subjugated nations and peoples are rising up 
against the tides of war, militarism and neo-fascism brought about by the crisis 
endemic to the global capitalist system. 
  
This is US monopoly capital and the rest of the monopoly capitalist system in decay. 
  
Every hour, workers in the factories and workplaces, farmers and peasants in the 
fields and plantations are being killed. Women and girls are degraded by systemic 
rape culture as a tool of war. Natural resources and the environment are plundered 
and destroyed. Families are displaced by wars. Villages and cities are hit with bombs 
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and missiles. Hospitals, schools, places of worship and other public centers are being 
occupied and wiped out. Mothers and fathers lay their bodies to shield their children 
from bombs and airstrikes. Indigenous peoples and other oppressed nations face 
discrimination, genocide and displacement from corporate plunder and extractivism. 
Youth, people of color, LGBT, women and the poor are preyed upon and recruited to 
fight and perish in these wars at the behest of corporations as well as face increasing 
brutalization, mass incarceration, and racism by the militarized police state in their 
home countries. The whole world is threatened by the nuclear arsenal, chemical 
weapons, and other weapons of mass destruction of the United States. 
  
Peoples’ resistance and struggles for liberation DO NOT CEASE to proliferate in all 
corners of the globe, fighting for life, livelihood, sovereignty, peace, justice, and 
dignity. Peoples are also self-determining their forms of resistance and paths for 
liberation. 
  
There remains an urgency to find bases of unity across cities, countries, and global 
regions impacted by imperialist war, militarism, and neo-fascism. 
  
There is an urgency to amplify our calls and multiply our collective actions to 
  
RESIST US-LED WAR and militarism, including the withdrawal of US military troops, 
occupation, bases, war games and exercises in West Asia, Africa, East, Central and 
South Asia, Latin America, the Caribbean, the Pacific Islands, and East Europe. Resist 
US-NATO, AFRICOM and CIA counterinsurgency operations, proxy wars, and other 
forms of covert intervention. Fight Zionism, apartheid, and systemic racism. Fight 
against the US military-industrial complex, including divestment from the hundreds of 
billions spent on war and militarization and redirecting of public funds towards people’s 
needs, development, and infrastructure.  
  
BUILD JUST PEACE through justice, social equity, and solidarity amongst peoples, 
including the recognition of the right to self-determination, economic, and food 
sovereignty, climate justice and self-defense of nations and oppressed peoples from 
reactionary aggression and violence. Build peace through genuine sustainable 
development, job creation, and the health and well being of our communities. 
  
Resist Imperialist War! Build Peace! Long Live International Solidarity! 
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Annex.  Workshop Resolutions 
 
A. Violence Against Women, Migrants and Imperialism 

 
1. Organize locally to highlight the oppression and violence faced by racialized (Muslim, in 

particular) women. Recognize the urgent nature of this attack on Muslim communities 
and adopt a principle to confront racialized violence that essentializes cultural difference.  

2. Demand that governments accept responsibility and are held accountable for their role in 
creating conditions in which sexual exploitation and trafficking of women and girls 
happen. 

3. Demand the removal of restrictive and discriminatory immigration policies at the national 
level.  
● removal of detention as a punitive measure 
● decriminalization of people fleeing war who lack proof of identity 
● abolish the safe third country agreement 

 
B. Ban the Bases 

 
1. Reinvigorate the Ban the Bases Campaign as a global front against US bases, militarism 

and imperialism. Start coordination and cooperation with similar or related international 
campaigns. Support local national campaigns and existing anti-war movements and also 
support development of anti-war campaigns/movements. Establish a pan-Canadian 
anti-militarization network in Canada.  

2. Build and engage awareness and education work on this issue by supporting and 
developing local campaigns and initiatives. Also, link to local campaigns against 
militarism and junking US bases out of people’s lives, for example, US bunkers issue and 
militarization of communities. Concrete expression of solidarity to existing campaigns 
such as Black Lives Matter and Okinawa Peace Action. Continue to develop education, 
research and prop materials that can be used for campaigns. 

3. Challenge existing narratives by developing alternatives that include the history of 
imperialism, militarization, colonization and direct economical and political control of 
other countries; and celebrate our victories by including victories of struggles. Link up 
with all sectors including progressive anti-imperialist politicians and parliamentarians. 
For example, the President of Ecuador just recently announced/refused to 
continuation/establishment of US bases in Ecuador.  

 
C. Art and Culture in Movement-Building 

 
1. Launch an international “Quilt Project of Resistance” wherein each piece would represent 

people’s resistance and/or opposition to militarization. 
2. Strengthen online presence. For example, reboot International Women’s alliance (IWA) 

website. 
3. Share and build awareness of different and other cultural art work around the world. For 

example, textile art in Pakistan and India tells people’s stories; and Palestinian 
cross-stitch patterns represent a particular place and object. 

 
D. Famine, Climate, Militarism and War 
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1. Food insecurity and environmental injustice are being used as tools to punish and control 

populations that are living under war, conflict and occupation. Real struggle is happening 
on the ground with people organizing and taking decisive action to tackle these issues 
through delivering accurate information regarding root causes of injustice, resisting 
violations, advocacy and action on the ground.  

2. Coordinate globally to build solidarity with these efforts, recognizing that food insecurity, 
climate change and US imperialism are inseparable. Transform the term ‘environmental 
security’ (which is gaining popularity) to more inclusive, human-based environmental 
justice. Continuously organize at various levels and support initiatives such as Yemen 
Appeal, Global People Surge, and form the Network Against Famine and War, support 
BDS and the Million Tree Campaign, and the campaign against Jewish National Fund 
(JNF). Take governments to task and expose and oppose their contribution to war-related 
climate change. Advance the campaign against weapon sales in Canada.  

3. Conduct education on the framework of environmental justice among broader public and 
with one another. Utilize tools such as the creation and propagation of people’s media 
and the Environmental Justice Map (ejatlas.org) to share environmental injustices 
committed by imperialists and share information on campaigns/struggles and better link 
these struggles. 

 
E. First Nations, Colonialism, War, Extractivism and Women’s Role in the Struggle 

 
1. To have international conferences such as the one that took place between Canada and 

Latin America, to share and learn about strategies of resistance and to help learn about 
experiences through people to people exchanges (ex. share documentaries).  

2. To show that these nations still exist; they are not erased. Continue solidarity work and 
educate each other about our struggles. To protest, do vigils, and never forget the 
precarious situation of the First Nations. 

3. Find a broad base of unity; in an era of recolonization of territories and militarization in 
the land of Indigenous peoples, resistance must continue.  

 
F. Forced Migrants and Refugees Resist US-led War, Militarism and Neo-Fascism  

 
1. Participate in the global campaign led by the International Migrants Alliance (IMA) in 

developing the People’s Compact on Migration vis-a-vis engagement in the Global 
Compact on Migration. Join IMA.  

2. Continue and intensify study of migration in relation to US war and militarism with the 
objective of linking these initiatives and contributing to the anti-war campaign and 
movement. 

3. Extend support and solidarity to the Canadian’s calling for the abolition/junking of the 
“safe third country” agreement. 

 
G. The Fight against War in the Era of the National Security State, Surveillance and the 

Rise of Neofascism 
 

1. Support the fight against the attacks on Venezuela. 
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2. Support the mobilization against right-wing rally in Charlottesville, VA. Right-wing 
party is planning a huge rally and Black community has called for support.  

 
H. Canadian Imperialism and Resistance 

 
1. Build a united Canadian anti-imperialist, anti-war movement independently to oppose 

Canadian imperialism abroad and at home with strategy to support resistance to resource 
extraction and indigenous struggles, and the broader peace movement.  
 

2. Develop our independent anti-imperialist, anti-war education program. 
3. Develop our independent anti-imperialist, anti-war media.  

 
I. Role of Media in Movement-Building 

 
1. IPLS International facilitate the creation of a central and publicly available resource with 

all media publications of ILPS organizations. 
2. Expose and oppose imperialism by fighting on the ideological front with timely and 

in-depth analyses of imperialism's current and future targets of wars of aggression. 
3. Conquer ideological hegemony for working class and oppressed peoples through the 

construction of a people's media apparatus that is embedded within and serves the people 
by widely and deeply agitating and propagating around their economic and political 
interests and exposing their class enemies. 

 
J. US “War on Terror” and Counterinsurgency  

 
1. Expose 9/11 and demand Bush and Blair be convicted of War Crimes. Respect 

sovereignty of governments, such as the Hands OFF initiative that calls for no outside 
government imposition or intervention in other countries.  

2. Education campaign on and exposing of US imperialism and other imperialist powers 
(e.g., Canada), not only on US “war on terror” or counter insurgency. Definition and 
language matters: how do we use language; how do we define resistance (group of people 
fighting vs. oppressive power) is important and needs to be defined further. 

3. Global campaigns to support legitimate movements for self-determination and national 
liberation, includes campaigns to de-list organizations from “terrorist blacklists” and 
“watchlists”: 

● Resume Peace Talks in Philippines and expose US role in ending the talks; 
● Create secure database to know who’s who of Leftist spaces and who we’re 

supporting and why; and, 
●  Develop Anti-War international movement. 
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